
Table E-7. State Rankings — Cost of Living Indicators—Utilities, Gasoline, and Tax Rates

Geographic area

Regular
gasoline
prices1

Residential utility prices State individual
income tax
collections
per capita2

State tax rates3

No. 2 heating oil1 Natural gas Electric energy General sales tax Gasoline
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gallon) Rank
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per
gallon) Rank
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per 1,000
cubic
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per 1,000
kilowatt-
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per
dollar) Rank

2005
(cents

per
gallon) Rank

United States . . . 1.40 (X) 1.55 (X) 10.74 (X) 89.4 (X) 674 (X) (X) (X) (X) (X)

Alabama . . . . . . . . . . . 1.36 40 (NA) (X) 13.41 6 75.5 37 495 37 4.000 39 418.00 36
Alaska . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.69 2 1.52 10 4.88 45 123.9 6 (X) (X) (X) (X) 8.00 49
Arizona . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.55 5 (NA) (X) 12.11 16 84.7 22 403 39 5.600 22 518.00 36
Arkansas . . . . . . . . . . . 1.34 47 (NA) (X) 11.71 17 74.4 38 612 31 6.000 10 21.50 22
California . . . . . . . . . . . 1.62 3 (NA) (X) 9.93 32 117.8 9 1,014 6 6, 77.250 1 18.00 36

Colorado . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 24 (NA) (X) 8.40 43 83.2 25 742 18 2.900 45 22.00 20
Connecticut . . . . . . . . . 1.45 11 1.52 11 14.04 3 116.4 10 1,233 3 6.000 10 25.00 11
Delaware . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 22 1.57 6 12.16 15 88.0 18 941 9 (X) (X) 23.00 18
District of Columbia . . . . (D) (X) (NA) (X) 14.31 (X) 81.4 (X) (X) (X) 5.750 (X) 22.50 (X)
Florida . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.37 33 (NA) (X) 18.47 2 89.5 17 (X) (X) 6.000 10 814.50 46

Georgia . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.36 36 (NA) (X) 13.75 5 79.4 32 774 16 4.000 39 7.50 50
Hawaii . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.75 1 (NA) (X) 27.15 1 180.6 1 926 10 4.000 39 416.00 44
Idaho. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.45 12 1.50 16 9.06 38 60.8 49 652 27 6.000 10 25.00 11
Illinois . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.41 23 1.41 23 9.43 36 85.1 21 640 30 66.250 8 4, 520.10 27
Indiana . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.37 35 1.54 9 10.02 31 73.2 39 610 32 6.000 10 518.00 36

Iowa . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.34 47 (NA) (X) (NA) (X) 90.6 16 663 24 5.000 25 20.50 26
Kansas . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35 43 (NA) (X) 10.76 25 78.2 34 700 21 5.300 24 24.00 14
Kentucky . . . . . . . . . . . 1.39 31 (NA) (X) 11.02 23 60.8 49 680 23 6.000 10 5, 917.40 41
Louisiana . . . . . . . . . . . 1.34 46 (NA) (X) 11.21 19 80.9 27 484 38 4.000 39 20.00 28
Maine . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.46 9 1.51 12 14.04 3 126.3 4 881 12 5.000 25 1025.20 10

Maryland . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40 28 1.63 3 12.40 13 80.0 30 950 8 5.000 25 23.50 16
Massachusetts . . . . . . . 1.44 15 1.56 7 (NA) (X) 118.5 8 1,376 1 5.000 25 21.00 24
Michigan . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40 27 1.54 8 8.47 42 85.5 20 650 28 6.000 10 19.00 33
Minnesota . . . . . . . . . . 1.42 19 1.43 22 9.56 33 80.6 28 1,119 5 6.500 5 20.00 28
Mississippi . . . . . . . . . . 1.37 32 (NA) (X) (NA) (X) 81.7 26 366 40 7.000 2 18.40 35

Missouri . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35 42 (NA) (X) 11.04 21 70.6 43 647 29 4.225 38 17.03 42
Montana . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40 28 (NA) (X) 9.27 37 78.4 33 653 26 (X) (X) 27.00 5
Nebraska . . . . . . . . . . . 1.35 41 (NA) (X) 9.02 40 69.1 44 711 19 5.500 23 1026.30 8
Nevada . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.61 4 (NA) (X) 10.05 30 97.0 12 (X) (X) 6.500 5 423.00 18
New Hampshire. . . . . . . 1.45 14 1.50 15 13.20 9 125.1 5 42 42 (X) (X) 19.50 32

New Jersey . . . . . . . . . 1.45 12 1.66 2 11.59 18 112.4 11 851 13 6.000 10 14.50 46
New Mexico . . . . . . . . . 1.43 18 (NA) (X) 9.50 35 87.8 19 529 36 5.000 25 18.90 34
New York . . . . . . . . . . . 1.43 16 1.63 4 12.42 12 145.8 2 1,282 2 4.250 37 23.20 17
North Carolina. . . . . . . . 1.34 45 (NA) (X) 12.65 10 84.4 24 849 14 114.500 35 926.85 7
North Dakota . . . . . . . . 1.45 10 (NA) (X) 9.03 39 67.7 46 338 41 5.000 25 21.00 24

Ohio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.37 34 1.48 19 10.45 26 84.7 22 760 17 6.000 10 26.00 9
Oklahoma . . . . . . . . . . 1.32 50 (NA) (X) 10.24 28 76.7 35 658 25 4.500 35 17.00 43
Oregon . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.51 6 1.59 5 11.10 20 71.2 41 1,188 4 (X) (X) 424.00 14
Pennsylvania . . . . . . . . 1.36 37 1.49 18 12.26 14 96.6 13 590 33 6.000 10 30.00 2
Rhode Island . . . . . . . . 1.40 26 1.51 12 13.24 8 121.9 7 833 15 7.000 2 31.00 1

South Carolina . . . . . . . 1.36 39 (NA) (X) 12.46 11 80.5 29 581 35 5.000 25 16.00 44
South Dakota . . . . . . . . 1.41 21 (NA) (X) 9.52 34 76.4 36 (X) (X) 4.000 39 422.00 20
Tennessee . . . . . . . . . . 1.34 44 (NA) (X) 10.39 27 68.8 45 25 43 7.000 2 421.40 23
Texas . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.33 49 (NA) (X) (NA) (X) 96.0 14 (X) (X) 6.250 8 20.00 28
Utah . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.40 30 (NA) (X) 8.12 44 72.4 40 708 20 4.750 34 24.50 13

Vermont . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.49 7 1.51 14 11.03 22 130.7 3 692 22 6.000 10 20.00 28
Virginia . . . . . . . . . . . . 1.36 38 1.46 21 13.38 7 79.9 31 995 7 75.000 25 4, 1217.50 40
Washington . . . . . . . . . 1.47 8 1.75 1 (NA) (X) 63.6 47 (X) (X) 6.500 5 28.00 4
West Virginia . . . . . . . . 1.41 24 1.49 17 10.87 24 62.3 48 589 34 6.000 10 27.00 5
Wisconsin. . . . . . . . . . . 1.42 20 1.47 20 10.13 29 91.0 15 917 11 5.000 25 1029.10 3
Wyoming . . . . . . . . . . . 1.43 16 (NA) (X) 8.56 41 71.0 42 (X) (X) 64.000 39 14.00 48

D Data withheld to avoid disclosure of individual company data. NA Not available. X Not applicable.

1Excludes federal and state taxes. Prices for No. 2 heating oil include sales of No. 2 fuel oil and high- and low-sulfur diesel fuels.
2Population estimated as of July 1.
3As of January 1 of the year shown.
4Does not include local option taxes.
5Carriers pay an additional surcharge equal to: Arizona, 8 cents; Illinois, 6.3 cents; Indiana, 11 cents; Kentucky, 2 percent; New York, 22.21 cents.
6Tax rate may be adjusted annually according to a formula based on balances in the unappropriated general fund and the school foundation fund.
7Includes statewide local tax of 1.25 percent in California and 1.0 percent in Virginia.
8Local taxes for gasoline vary from 9.7 cents to 17.7 cents in 2005, plus a 2.07 cents per gallon pollution tax.
9Tax rate is based on the average wholesale price and is adjusted quarterly.
10A portion of the rate is adjustable based on maintenance costs, sales volume, or cost of fuel to state government.
11Tax rate scheduled to decrease to 4.0 after June 30, 2005.
12Large trucks pay a higher tax: Vermont, total of 25 cents/gallon; Virginia, additional 3.5 cents.

Note: When states share the same rank, the next lower rank is omitted. States may share the same value but have different ranks due to rounding.

Survey, Census, or Data Collection Method: Gasoline, heating oil, and natural gas prices—Based on the Oil and Gas Information Retrieval System; for information, see Internet site
<http://www.eia.doe.gov/>; Electric energy prices—Based on Form EIA-861, ‘‘Annual Electric Power Industry Report’’; for information, see Internet site
<http://www.eia.doe.gov/cneaf/electricity/epa/epa_sum.html>; State individual income tax—Based on the Annual Survey of State Government Tax Collection; for information, see Internet site
<http://www.census.gov/govs/www/statetaxtechdoc2004.html>; State tax rates—For information, see Internet site <http://www.taxadmin.org/>.

Sources: Gasoline prices—U.S. Energy Information Administration, Petroleum Marketing Annual 2004; see also Internet site <http://www.eia.doe.gov/>; Utility prices—U.S. Energy Information
Administration, ‘‘Petroleum Product Prices’’ and ‘‘Natural Gas Prices’’; see Internet site <http://www.eia.doe.gov/emeu/states/_states.html> (accessed 12 September 2005); and Electric Power Monthly,
March 2005; see also Internet site <http://www.eia.doe.gov/>; State individual income tax—U.S. Census Bureau, ‘‘State Government Tax Collections’’; see Internet site
<http://www.census.gov/govs/www/statetax.html>; State tax rates—Federation of Tax Administrators, 2005; see Internet site <http://www.taxadmin.org/fta/rate/tax_stru.html>.
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